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DURHAM, N. ©. 


Rush is not merely a nuisance, it is a spiritual evil, thé besetting sin of 
this age. It is easy to see that it has spiritual roots, but it is not easy 
to find a remedy. Take my case as an illustration. I can give excellent 
reasons for everything I do. I have done some pruning, but for every 


activity that I give up I find myself under pressure to take on some- 
thing more. At one time I found myself continually busy trying to 
catch up with reading periodicals and duplicated documents when- 
ever there was a gap in other activities. I had no time to read good 
old books, no time for real recreation or to see old friends. Recently 
I have tried to keep a rule by which different parts of the day are set 
apart for different purposes. This rule is not easy to keep and it is not 
a complete answer, but it has helped. . . . § Part of the difficulty is 
that our social standards are wrong. When I was young, leisure was 
still regarded as something of an ideal. . . . Nowadays leisure is a sub- 
ject for apology and lifemanship demands that one should appear to 
work to an exacting time-table. One’s prestige goes up if one can say, 
“TI have only three free evenings before Easter,” or if one has to leave 
a meeting before the end in order to do something else. So vanity leads 
one to take on too much. § Again, if people want to persuade one to 
take on something new, they often tell one that one’s exceptional tal- 
ents are a special qualification for the job, indeed that no one else could 
do it. Most of us like to hear this and are soon softened up by flattery. 
In these ways conceit is one of the main causes of rush and the struggle 
for a balanced life is above all a struggle with pride——JoHN W. Law- 
RENCE, in Frontier, the British quarterly succeeding the Christian 
Newsletter and World Dominion. 











Letters to the Editors 





Successful Technique Can Be Used Elsewhere 





Praise for A. A. 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Harold Dudley raises the interesting 
question of whether the alcohol problem is 
not a “far greater evil” than the problem 
of opiates. (OUTLOOK, Jan. 6). 

Though I have no final anwers to either 
it seems to me that at least part of the 
problem of opiates could be resolved by 
the extension of the principles of A. A. to 
those who suffer from addiction. Alco- 
holics Anonymous has stood the test of 
time in helping the suffering alcoholic to 
arrest his problem. It has a very inter- 
esting pamphlet entitled, “Sedatives and 
the Alcoholic,” which throws some light 
on the problems of alcohol and sedatives 
which are related but not to be confused. 
It seems that those who suffer from al- 
cohol sometimes forsake the bottle for the 
pill box. One could give somé valid rea- 
sons. Not many, for example, go to “pill 
parties” in public as they attend cocktail 
parties. The user of pills suffers no boozy 
breath. And it is much easier to slip a 
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“goof ball’ into a coke than it is to slip 
a shot of whiskey into one. 

It seems to me that the church has a 
lot to learn from A. A. We have not been 
realistic in approaching the alcohol prob- 
lem. We have either “passed by on the 
other side,’’ condemned the imbiber as a 
menace and unfit for church attendance, 
or piously proclaimed total abstinence as 
the total answer to the total problem. 
Meanwhile we have more alcoholics per 
capita in the United States than anywhere 
else in the world. The alcoholic craves 
affection and loving concern. A few more 
church doors open to A. A. groups would 
do more to defeat this growing problem 
at its source than anything I can think 
of. What could be more effective, for ex- 
ample, than for a church-going alcoholic 
who has arrested his problem to go to the 
lair of his favorite bootlegger and order a 
case of cokes? Miracles still happen! 

WitiiAM B. AsBpor. 
Norfolk, Va. 


Medicine to Missions 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I notice in your Feb. 10 paper (page 8) 
you mention sending drugs to missions. 
Our circle sponsored this at the suggestion 
of a doctor (not a Presbyterian) here last 
year. We sent about a thousand dollars 
worth. The doctors were glad to give the 
samples to us... . Our ladies gave much 
of their time and willingly. 

Medicines most needed are: antibiotics, 
vitamins, antihistamines, ointments, anti- 
rheumatics. 

If you can mention this in another copy 
of your paper I think it would help the 
work. 

Mrs. G. E. NICKLEs. 
Charleston, S. C. 


VCS for Scotland 


To Tuk OUTLOOK: 


A recent letter from Edinburgh indi- 
cates that at least seven churches in and 
around Edinburgh will attempt a Vacation 
Church School in the summer of 1958. As 
this is a new venture in Scotland, there 
is no material yet being produced over 
there. Leftover 1957 materials from our 
American churches can be put to excellent 
use. If you have unused cop‘es of “Friends 
Far and Near” (Kindergarten); “Love 
One Another” (Primary); “Living and 
Working Together” (Junior); “I Look at 
My Church” (Pioneer), send them here 
and they will be forwarded to the Rev. J. 
Clyne Middleton, minister of the Lockhart 
Memorial Church, Edinburgh, who is 
spearheading the movement. Extra Pri- 
mary Children’s Packets are especially 
needed. Thanks for the materials sent 
in December. The above information 
means that considerably more will be 
needed. 

Hucn C. HAMILTON. 
1104 Willow Lane, Cocoa, Fla. 


101 Ways 


To THE OUTLOOK : 

Several years ago I read a pamphlet 
or paper you published, entitled either 
“10 Ways vs. 1 Way” or “100 Ways vs. 
1 Way.” Anyway, it was related to Chris- 


_ 
tian Stewardship versus “cheap money- 


making schemes.” 
Do you still publish this pamphlet ang 
if so at what price? 
OHIO MINISTER, 


NOTE—It is still in demand at 25 for 
50¢; 100 for $1.50. 








NEWS ROUND-UP | 


PLANS ARE BEING MADE for conversa- 
tions between representatives of the 
World Council of Churches and officials 
of the Russian Orthodox Church next 
August, looking toward the possible es- 
tablishment of relations between the two 
bodies. . . . WCC OFFICIALS were told 
recently by General Secretary W. A. Vis- 
ser ‘t Hooft that increasing pressures by 
the Communist government are being 
directed toward churches in Hungary and 
East Germany. . . . THE PROTESTANT 
CounciL of the City of New York has 
elected its first Negro president, Gardner 
C. Taylor, Concordia Baptist Church, 
Brooklyn. He succeeds Phillips P. Elliott, 
First Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn. .. , 
Tue Episcopat Diocese of California 
has taken a strong stand against a move 
to impose property taxes on parochial 
schools in the state. . . . A FOUR-YEAR 
CAMPAIGN to collect 50,000,000 pounds 
of “used but good” clothing for overseas 
needy has been approved by Church 
World Service. The clothes will be ob- 
tained by volunteers in door-to-door 
drives throughout 35 denominational 
bodies. . .. NEW CHURCH CONSTRUCTION 
in January totaled $68,000,000—$1,- 
000,000 above the 1957 record. . . . THE 
NATIONAL LUTHERAN Counci declared 
at its recent annual meeting that churches 
which exclude from membership any per- 
son because of color, culture, class or 
caste are committing a “sin against God 
and man.”. . . IN SPOKANE, WASH., a 
taxpayers’ suit has been filed, challeng- 
ing the validity of the released-time re- 
ligious instruction program in public 
schools. Under this program, students in 
some schools are released one hour a 
week to attend religious classes in 
churches of their own choice. . . . DE- 
NOMINATIONAL SCHOOLS can do more 
“damage” to the unity of the American 
people than has been done by racial seg- 
regation in the public schools, according 
to Rolfe L. Hunt, executive director of 
the Departmnt of Religion and Public 
Schools of the National Council of 
Churches. . . . KENTUCKY SENATORS are 
considering a bill that would permit 
church congregations to take out group 
life insurance. . . . ACCORDING To MIN- 
neEsota’s Governor Orville Freeman, the 
grave issues of today demand that the 
church play a more active, hard-hitting 
part in the formulation of public opinion. 
More people concerned with spiritual 
values should be actively engaged in 
politics, he said. 
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Seek Curb for Charity Rackets 


Federal Law Would Cut Annual Take of $250 Million 


WasHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—A_ pro- 
posal that the federal government enact 
legislation to backstop state laws dealing 
with improper solicitation of funds for 
charitable organizations was introduced 
in Congress by Sen. Jacob Javits (R.- 
N.Y.). 

“Americans contribute between four 
and five billion dollars annually for char- 
itable purposes,” Sen. Javits said, “yet 
in New York state alone I found as at- 
torney general that at least $25 million 
a year was siphoned off into outright 
charity rackets.” 

“On this basis charity rackets may well 
take in as much as $250 million a year 
from the public,’ the New York Senator 
said. 

He introduced a bill that would au- 
thorize the Postmaster General to stamp 
“fradulent” on mail addressed to any 


Suit Seeks to Keep 
Flora Mac Separate 


The struggle to continue Flora Mac- 
donald College at Red Springs, N. C., 
as a separate institution is continuing. 

Although a majority of the trustees and 
the synod, in repeated actions, have given 
their wholehearted support to the Con- 
solidated Presbyterian college located at 
nearby Laurinburg, a minority of the 
trustees supported by some townspeople 
and others continue their efforts. 

The latest step is the filing of a suit 
to prevent the merger. Four trustees in- 
volved in the action also secured a re- 
straining order signed by a superior court 
judge, preventing the merger of Flora 
Macdonald with Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege of Maxton, and Peace College of 
Raleigh. 

The suit alleges that Peace College has 
refused to execute properly the proposed 
merger agreement. Last December Peace 
College agreed to the merger with the 
provision of continued operation of the 
school at Raleigh. 

The complaining trustees are Mrs. 
Raymond Adams of Chapel Hill, Dr. C. 
T. Johnson of Red Springs, H. D. Jones 
of Graham, and Miss Mary McEachern 
of Red Springs. They began the new 
suit as time was running out on a pre- 
vious one. A State Supreme Court de- 
cision had removed an earlier restraining 
order. 


organization or group that is convicted 
in a state court of charity racketeering 
and return the mail to the senders so that 
they would be notified of the legal action. 

Pointing out that federal tax laws en- 
courage individual contributions to 
charity, Sen. Javits said “a good way 
to encourage contributions is to give the 
utmost protection against fraud and sharp 
practices in solicitations.” 

Sen. Javits’ bill, in which Sen. Irving 
H. Ives (R.-N.Y.) joined as co-sponsor, 
also would prohibit payment of money 
orders made out to charities “convicted 
of violating state laws with respect to 
improper solicitation.” The measure was 
referred to the Senate Post Office Com- 
mittee for study. 


Pontius to Retire as 
U. of Tulsa President 


President Clarence I. Pontius has an- 
nounced that he will retire after 23 years 
as president of the University of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, a Presbyterian, USA, insti- 
tution. His retirement will become effec- 
tive June 1. 

When Dr. Pontius became president of 
the university he was associated with the 
First National Bank & Trust Co., of 
Tulsa. Earlier he had served as presi- 
dent of several investment companies in 
Ohio. 

The Tulsa institution claims the dis- 
tinction of “the largest Presbyterian-re- 
lated university in the nation.” Last year 
it reported 2526 students. Special em- 
phasis is given to the petroleum sciences 
and engineering. 

Dr. Pontius’ announcement did not 
mention his retirement plans. 


ALL-AFRICA STUDIES CONTINUE; 
WESTERN DIVISIONS SPURNED 


(IBADAN, NIGERIA)—At its closing ses- 
sion, the first All-Africa Church Confer- 
ence voted to establish a continuation 
committee to follow up the recommenda- 
tions and reports of the conference and 
to consider setting up a permanent secre- 
tariat for Africa. The committee includes 
Sir Francis Ibiam, president of the Chris- 
tian Council of Nigeria, Alan Paton of 
South Africa, and George Carpenter, 
Africa secretary of the International Mis- 
sionary Council. 

The committee was also instructed to 
consider holding a similar conference “‘in 
a few years,” and to consult with national 
Christian councils about future relation- 
ships between African churches. 

In the final days of the conference, the 
200 delegates considered reports from 
various discussion groups dealing with 
Islam, African culture, industrialization 
and the growing church. 


Challenge of Islam 


Looking at the challenge of Islam to 
the Christian Church, several speakers 
pointed out that Africans find the Mos- 
lem faith easier to understand and more 
convenient because it tolerates their na- 
tive customs and does not make such 
heavy demands on them as Christianity. 
The African masses, whose ideas are still 
very primitive, the conference said, find 
it difficult to distinguish between Islam 
and Christianity. The special study group 


dealing with Islam criticized the atti- 
tude of some Western missionaries who 
take the struggle with Islam far too 
lightly. It is not, the group said, suffi- 
cient merely to reject Islam; a certain 
co-existence was even advocated as long 
as it does not mean merging the two 
religions. 

Christian Baeta, president of the Na- 
tional Christian Council in Ghana, criti- 
cized the view that Islam is an obstacle 
to spreading the Christian message. “It 
should rather provide an incentive for 
more intensive mission work. We ought 
to concentrate our whole strength on this 
task,” he said, “instead of losing our- 
selves in discussions about dogma and 
organization.” 

The conference devoted a great deal 
of time to discussing the question of the 
attitude of Christianity toward African 
customs. The promising beginnings of 
native African church music and _ at- 
tempts to adapt native dance to the forms 
of Christian worship were mentioned. 
The conference pointed out that the rich 
heritage of African customs must not 
simply be rejected by the West as pure 
superstition. African culture is rich 
enough to develop its own forms of ex- 
pression of the life of Christian churches 
in Africa. 

Noting that there is a low standard of 
theological education and a lack of or- 
dained ministers, the conference recom- 








mended stressing youth work and church 
school classes in order to build up re- 
serves for the priesthood and ministry. 
Churches were encouraged to pray about 
this problem regularly and international 
bodies were urged to study it. 

Looking at the question of stewardship, 
the churchmen said that giving by mem- 
bers is not yet satisfactory, but urged 
churches not to introduce plans for com- 
pulsory giving. Instead, congregations 
were to be encouraged to establish proper 
budgets. 

The World Council of Churches and 
the International Missionary Council 
were asked by the conference to study the 
problem of the landless ‘‘and report upon 
the question so that the churches of Africa 
may be able with greater knowledge, wis- 
dom and Christian charity, to endeavor 


ANY QUE 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Holmes 
Rolston, Presbyterian, U. S., editor-in-chief 
of religious education materials; and Ben L. 
Rose of the faculty of Union Seminary in 
Virginia. 


iS WAR JUSTIFIED? 
Is war justified in any way in Scrip- 
ture? 


Rotston: This is a difficult question 
to answer. Scholars are divided concern- 
ing it. There are devout Christians that 
fee] that war can never be justified. There 
are others who differ from it. Clearly 
Jesus taught that we should love our en- 
emies, that we should seek to do good to 
those who persecute us and hate us. Paul 
tells us that we should seek to overcome 
evil with good, But immediately he moves 
on in the 13th chapter of Romans and in 
that chapter discusses the nature of the 
Christian state. He does give to the 
magistrate the power to bear the sword, 
and he says that the magistrate does not 
bear the sword in vain. This, I think, 
means that if necessary the magistrate 
has a right to use the sword, or the right 
to employ force. Inevitably, no state can 
exist without some use of the police pow- 
er. The question would be whether the 
recognition of the police power by a 
modern state could be used to justify 
war, My own feeling is that it can in 
some conditions. The police power itself 
can be made an instrument of injustice. 
It often is made an instrument of injus- 
tice. For example, in communist coun- 
tries perhaps the most hated people there 
are the secret police. The same was true 
of Hitler’s secret police. That does not 
mean, however, that we should attempt to 
exist without some kind of police force, 
and in a world of lawlessness and ‘an- 
archy it would seem to me that nations 
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to reach some common mind.” 

Also recommended was a careful study 
of migrant labor. The conference noted 
the effect of industry and the changing 
patterns of village life as a result, and 
urged ‘that the wholeness of the family 
be preserved.” 

It was agreed to establish a literacy 
centre for Africa to coordinate Sunday 
school curricula, arrange training courses 
for writers and distribute Christian liter- 
ature. 


Do Not Want Divisions 
Speaking on the future of mission 
work in Africa, Sir Francis Ibiam of 
Nigeria, the conference chairman, said: 
“We are grateful for the white mission- 


aries, but they must not stand in our way. 
It is our time now to witness for Christ 


STIONS? 


would at times have the right to use 
force in an effort to maintain law and 
order, and that this would be a proper 
function of the state. 

Rose: I would like to agree, but an- 
swer the question in a slightly different 
way by saying No, you cannot justify 
war in the Scriptures because war is evil 
and the Word of God never justifies evil. 
But, on the other hand, it nowhere spe- 
cifically condemns it. We must always 
remember war as the lesser of two evils. 
There are times, as was indicated above, 
when it is more immoral not to go to 
war than it is to go to war. If we re- 
member that war is always the lesser of 
two evils, we avoid many perils. 

Rotston: I'd like to agree to that. 
There are situations in which to fail to 
resist evil might bring about greater in- 
justice than to resist evil by force. I am 
sure that if the American people ever 
face a Communistic invasion and the 
possibility of being put in a situation 
such as that which Hungary faced, they 
would choose to fight rather than to 
submit to that kind of domination. In 
such a war I think they would be right. 


SPIRIT vs. RIGHT HAND 


How can Jesus be seated at the right 
hand of God if God is a spirit? 

Rose: That is figurative language. 
God is a Spirit. As our catechism says, 
“God is a spirit and hath not a body 
like man’—that is, God does not have 
hands or feet as we do. “The right hand” 
here is figurative language for the place 
of honor. Jesus is in the most honored, 
the most exalted, position that God can 
give. 

MopeEraAtor: Don’t you think a good 
many difficulties that people have come 
at that point—because they don’t realize 
they are dealing with poetic or figurative 
language? 

RosE: They are trying to make literal 
what ought to be taken figuratively. 


ourselves. We have been called a con. 
tinent of darkness, but we want to be 
called the continent of the light and the 
truth. We in Africa can do many things 
under the grace of God. We do not want 
the divisions of the West to be introduced 
here and their problems and difficulties 
to be ours. We do not want to quarrel, 
but to preach Christ to our people.” 
(E.P.S., Geneva) 


CHURCHES CAN HELP 
GET OUT THE NEWS 


Co_tumBtA, Mo. (RNsS)—Broader cov- 
erage of religious events is being given 
by American newspapers, and religious 
groups have a responsibility to provide 
fresh and vital information to them, 
speakers at the second annual Church 
News Clinic here said. 

The clinic was sponsored by the School 
of Journalism of the University of Mis- 
souri and the Missouri Council of 
Churches. 

James W. Carty, Jr., religious news 
editor of The Nashville Tennessean, a 
daily newspaper, noted trends toward 
spreading religious news throughout a 
newspaper, rather than confining it to 
“church pages” on Saturdays. 

He said that too many news releases 
issued by religious groups contain un- 
necessary and distorting editorial com- 
ment. Religion has become ‘‘big news” 
for many newspapers which are assigning 
trained specialists to report religious 
events, he said. 

Earl F. English, dean of the School 
of Journalism, said there was an “in- 
creasing reader interest in religious 
news,” but that newspapers do not have 
enough reporters to cover religious events 
adequately. He suggested that the 
churches help by sending more and bet- 
ter news to the papers. 

Rolfe Lanier Hunt of New York, ex- 
ecutive director of the department of re- 
ligion and public education of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, differentiated 
“church news” from “religious news.” 
He defined the former as “institutional” 
and the latter as “dealing with ideas” 
and therefore the more important. 


Too Much Promotion 

Stanley I. Stuber, executive director 
of the Kansas City Council of Churches, 
said too much so-called “church news” 
in newspapers was in the category of 
“institutional promotion.” 

John H. Shea, publisher of the Lex- 
ington, Mo., Advertiser-News, said 
newspaper editors need the help of 
churches in giving better presentations 
of religious news. “The newspaper is 
the best place for the church to make its 
first contact with the people,” he said. 

Bruce Barrington of St. Louis, presi- 
dent of the Missouri Radio Broadcasters 
Association, urged that churches also “tell 
the radio stations about the tremendous 
number of good things that are happen- 
ing daily.” 
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@ To the Charlotte Assembly, April 24 


On Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage 


HE NINETY-SEVENTH General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, meeting in Bir- 
mingham, Alabama, April 25-30, 1957, 
received overtures from the Presbyteries 
of East Hanover, E. Mississippi, Albe- 
marle, and Mecklenburg, requesting fur- 
ther study of the questions of Marriage, 
Divorce, and Remarriage. In general, it 
was recommended that chapter XXVI of 
The Confession of Faith and correspond- 
ing paragraphs in the Book of Church 
Order be made to include positive state- 
ments on marriage and divorce (all of 
which must remain in full harmony with 
the teachings of the sacred Scriptures), 
and to urge proper preparation of all 
persons contemplating marriage. The ad 
interim committee appointed by the Gen- 
eral Assembly to continue the study of 
these matters, presents the following re- 
port with recommendations : 

Your committee, from the first, recog- 
nized the seriousness of the matters com- 
mitted to our charge. We came together 
with one desire—to discover the will of 
God through the counsel of his Holy 
Spirit. If we had any preconceived idea 
at the beginning of our first session it was 
our inadequacy to bring any new light 
on the subject assigned for study. Yet 
the appearance of the numerous over- 
tures in 1957 urging the re-study of these 
questions impressed us with the necessity 
of a continuing search for a solution. 
With these feelings weighing heavily 
upon us, we turned to God in prayer. 
Your committee has been a praying com- 
mittee. 

In preparation for our findings we 
have studied the Scriptural teachings 
which bear on the whole problem, We 
have studied the reports of the preceding 
ad interim committees on this question, 
and we are indebted to them for many 
things of value. We have also examined 
the studies on the question of marriage 
and divorce made by other evangelical 
groups within the church, so that we 
might gain any light that has come 
through the illumination of the Holy 
Spirit in any part of the Body of Christ. 
We have agreed unanimously on our re- 
port and are of the sincere conviction 
that we have been guided by the Holy 
Spirit. 


Church’s Position 

Your committee is not unaware of the 
position our church has held through the 
vears on Marriage, Divorce, and Re- 
marriage, and the Biblical evidence upon 
which it has been supported. We are 
recommending certain changes in our 
standards, in order to clarify our church’s 
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This ad interim committee re- 
port to the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Assembly, is given here in its 
entirety except for the citations 
of Bible passages. 


position, believing them to be in har- 
mony with Scriptural teachings. 

We believe that it is the divine inten- 
tion that the marriage consummated be- 
tween two people, who are able with 
judgment to give their consent, become 
an indissoluble union. However, we do 
not recognize any difference between the 
Biblical idealism concerning marriage 
and any other “perfect way” revealed by 
God in his Holy Word. Broken marriage 
is, therefore, in the category of all sin. 
It is especially tragic because of the sig- 
nificance of the home in the economy of 
God, and because of the spiritual, moral, 
and social effects of the broken marriage 
upon so many people. For both of these 
reasons, the church should do all in its 
power to prevent separation or divorce. 
Through careful pre-marital counseling, 
prayerful counseling with couples in 
marital difficulty, adequate education of 
church members on the church’s position 
concerning marriage, divorce, and remar- 
riage, consideration of the possibility that 
the single state may be the Christian 
vocation for some, and the Session’s sin- 
cere acceptance of its responsibility in 
overseeing the flock committed to its 
charge, progress toward sound family 
life can be made. 

Your committee feels that divorce is 
due to sin, the result of man’s rebellion 
against God, and it should be dealt with 
on this level from the start. In this re- 
gard there is a divine way of dealing 
with man’s failure—it is the action of 
Redemptive Love bearing the guilt, par- 
doning the sinner, and becoming his 
power for a new life. This does not 
change the divine intention for perfection 
of life. It wholly recognizes guilt for 
failure but, while condemning the sin, 
saves the repentant sinner (cf. John 3: 
16,17). The Cross of Christ is the sym- 
bol that God has dealt redemptively with 
the weaknesses of man. We believe that 
Redemptive Love applies to failure in 
marriage as well as to sin in any other 
area of life. 


Recommendations 


We have been led to submit the fol- 
lowing recommendations growing out of 
these convictions and our deliberations: 

I. That chapter XXVI of the Confes- 
sion of Faith be revised to read as fol- 
lows and sent to the Presbyteries for 
advice and consent: 


CHAPTER XXVI 
OF MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 


1. Marriage is a union between one 
man and one woman designed of God 
to last so long as they both shall live. 

2. Marriage is designed for the mutual 
help of husband and wife, for the safe- 
guarding, undergirding, and development 
of their moral and spiritual character; 
for the propagation of children and the 
rearing of them in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord. 

3. All persons who are able with judg- 
ment to give their consent may marry, 
except within the limits of blood rela- 
tionship forbidden by Scripture, and such 
marriages are valid before God in the 
eyes of the church. But no marriage can 
be fully and securely Christian in spirit 
or in purpose unless both partners are 
committed to a common Christian faith 
and to a deeply shared intention of 
building a Christian home. Evangelical 
Christians should seek as partners in 
marriage only persons who hold in com- 
mon a sound basis of evangelical faith. 

4. Marriage for the Christian has re- 
ligious as well as civil significance. The 
distinctive contribution of the church 
in performing the marriage ceremony is 
to affirm the divine institution of mar- 
riage; to invoke God’s blessing upon 
those who enter into the marital relation- 
ship in accordance with his Word; to 
hear the vows of those who desire to be 
married; and to assure the married part- 
ners of God’s grace within their new 
relationship. 

5. It is the divine intention that per- 
sons entering the marriage covenant be- 
come inseparably united, thus allowing 
for no dissolution save that caused by 
the death of either husband or wife. 
However, the weaknesses of one or both 
partners may lead to gross and persistent 
denial of the marriage vows so that mar- 
riage dies at the heart and the union 
becomes intolerable; yet only in cases 
of extreme, unrepented-of, and irreme- 
diable unfaithfulness (physical or spirit- 
ual) should separation or divorce be con- 
sidered. Such separation or divorce is 
accepted as permissible only because of 
the failure of one, or both, of the part- 
ners and does not lessen in any way the 
divine intention for indissoluble union. 

6. The remarriage of divorced persons 
may be sanctioned by the church in keep- 
ing with the redemptive gospel of Christ, 
when sufficient penitence for sin and 
failure is evident, and a firm purpose of 
and endeavor after Christian marriage is 
manifested. 

7. Divorced persons should give prayer- 
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ful thought to discover if God’s vocation 
for them is to remain unmarried,, since 
one failure in this realm raises serious 
question as to the rightness and wisdom 
of undertaking another union. 


Book of Church Order 

II. We recommend the approval of the 
following paragraphs, to be inserted in 
the Book of Church Order after para- 
graph 376, and that they be sent down to 
the presbyteries for advice and consent: 

1. It shall be the responsibility of the 
minister who is asked to officiate at a 
marriage to provide adequate time for 
careful premarital counseling with the 
parties involved. Attention shall be given 
to all important aspects of marriage, es- 
pecially those where problems may arise, 
whether they be physical, emotional, eco- 
nomic, social, moral, or religious. In 
some instances the minister may deem it 
wise to refer the couple to a physician or 
other qualified person for special coun- 
seling. The minister shall carefully in- 
struct the couple in the standards of our 
church as set forth in chapter XXVI of 
the Confession of Faith and in this chap- 
ter of the Directory for Worship. This 
counseling procedure shall be followed 
not only for those contemplating mar- 
riage for the first time, but also for any 
who may be seeking remarriage. In every 
instance it shall be the minister’s duty 
to assist the couple in laying firm foun- 
dations for the establishment of a Chris- 
tian home. 

2. A true and lasting marriage can be 
achieved only when its physical bonds 
are reinforced and sanctified by a variety 
of moral and spiritual ties: respect, af- 
fection, common ideas and interests, the 
unselfish wish of each partner for the 
other’s welfare in all things, and a mu- 
tual sharing of the common joys, griefs, 
opportunities, and burdens of the home. 
This means that both faithfulness and 
unfaithfulness in marriage must be con- 
ceived in spiritual as well as physical 
terms. 

But, while both physical and spiritual 
fidelity are vital, and while both are 
essential to the attainment of marriage 
at its best, husbands and wives should 
bear in mind that human weakness and 
frailty may manifest themselves in this 
realm as in all others. They should, 
therefore, cultivate the Christian graces 
of understanding, patience, generosity, 
repentance, and forgiveness. They should 
remember that just as other human re- 
lationships can survive imperfections, so 
can marriage. Our Lord’s command to 
forgive and, if need be, to forgive repeat- 
edly, is especially applicable in this inti- 
mate and delicate relationship. The 
offending partner should not look upon 
the forgiveness of the other as license to 
keep on sinning but should regard this 
forgiveness as a summons to repentance 
and as the ground of re-establishing har- 
mony within the union. 
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Last Resort 

3. When marriage seems in danger of 
breaking for any cause, permanent sep- 
aration or divorce must always be re- 
garded as a last resort. Neither can 
rightly be sanctioned by the church ex- 
cept where a continuation of the legal 
union would endanger the physical, 
moral, or spiritual wellbeing of one or 
both of the partners or that of their chil- 
dren. Thus, every Christian minister 
will view as a vital pastoral responsi- 
bility the duty of preventing, so far as 
he can, by wise and prayerful counsel, 
the hasty or ill-considered separation or 
divorce of any couple committed to his 
care. 

4. When a Christian who has been 
divorced applies to a minister for re- 
marriage, the minister’s chief concern 
shall be the applicant’s present fitness of 
heart and life for the intended marriage. 
The supreme test of this fitness should 
be one’s honest purpose to profit from 
past experiences and to plan and work 
for a Christian home on soundly spiritual 
foundations. Careful attention should 
also be given to the applicant’s psycho- 
logical readiness for a new marriage ex- 
perience. If the applicant has been 
clearly and grossly wronged by a pre- 
vious mate, this fact may incline the 
church to allow and sanction the remar- 
riage without further question, but the 
mere fact of having been wronged will 
not necessarily mean that the applicant 
understands fully the spiritual demands 
of marriage and holds to a high and se- 
rious purpose to make the coming mar- 
riage Christian. The minister, therefore, 
shall take care to be as fully satisfied 
on the latter point as on the first. On 
the other hand, if the applicant has been 
clearly at fault in the break-up of the 
earlier marriage, or is found even to be 
chiefly at fault, the mere fact of previous 
guilt (however grevious) should not be 
held as a rigid and final disqualification 
for remarriage under the auspices and 
with the sanction of the church. Here, 


Let the Church 


By SHAUN 


Religious Newsweekly of the National 
Council of Churches (USA) reports that 
“the music, color and drama of a great 
religious pageant opened the National 
Council of Churches General Assembly.” 
800 robed church leaders “proceeded 
slowly into St. Louis’ mammoth Kiel 
Auditorium. As they approached their 
seats from three entrances, to the sound 
of full organ and trumpets, the colored 
hoods of world universities and the gold 
and white banners behind which each 

THE FORMER editor of The British Week- 
ly, now a pastor of the United Church of 


Canada, wrote these paragraphs for The 
Presbyterian Record (Canada). 





too, the minister shall weigh, as of para- 
mount importance, the quality of the ap- 
plicant’s present faith, contrition, and 
purpose, being mindful always of the 
infinite mercy of God and careful never 
to hold against any honest child of God 
a sin which God himself may have for- 
given and put behind him forever. In a 
word, in all cases where remarriage is 
sought, the minister’s decision shall turn 
not so much on what the applicant has 
done but rather on what this person by 
God’s grace has now become, and what, 
with God’s help, he (or she) honestly 
intends and hopes to do in the future. 


Sessional Committee 

5. The Session of each church shall 
appoint a committee to advise with the 
minister in all cases where divorced per- 
sons make application for remarriage. 
The minister shall seek the advice of 
this committee and after a careful inves- 
tigation on the basis of our church’s 
standards and a conscientious considera- 
tion of all pertinent facts shall approve 
or decline the request. Normally, the 
applicants should appear before the com- 
mittee to state their case and declare their 
intention to establish a Christian home. 

6. The presbytery shall appoint a 
committee on remarriage to which may be 
referred cases upon which the minister 
or the Session feels it may be better qual- 
ified to render a decision. 

7. In all instances of the remarriage 
of divorced persons the officiating min- 
ister shall, before solemnizing the mar- 
riage, seek definite assurance that the 
attitude of the parties toward their new 
marriage is in accordance with the fun- 
damental doctrines of our church. 

III. We recommend that the Council 
on Christian Relations prepare a man- 
ual or pamphlet for the guidance of min- 
isters during the pre-marital conference. 

SIGNED: James E. Bear, Joseph B. 
Fraser, Robert F. Kennon, J, Malcolm 
Murchison, H. Louis Patrick, Samuel S. 
Wiley, William H. Kadel, Chairman. 


Be the Church 


HERRON 


member denomination marched gave color 
to the distinguished procession.”’. 
Reports of these Protestant efforts to 
create ecclesiastical “pageantry” without 
a theological basis leave me gently and 
pleasantly hysterical. We are playing like 
grown-up children at dolls’ houses, in 
these affairs. We are also betraying the 
rootlessness of much that passes for 
“churchmanship” in North America. 
Church business meetings should be con- 
ducted like business meetings, the courts 
of the church like courts of the church in 
which every procedure has its own dignity 
because it has a theological meaning, and 
the services and offices of the church as 
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acts of worship in which every symbol, 
however simple or elaborate, is a preach- 
ing of the Word. 

But circuses like the “‘music, color and 
drama of a great religious pageant” with 
“colored hoods of world universities” 
(which have no place in ecclesiastical 
symbolism) all to the “sound of full 
organ and trumpets,” we should leave to 
the Shriners They may know what it 
means. Especially the gold and white 
banners. 

x kx 


It is not really very important that a 
Christian news agency should carry the 
story of Mrs. Theodore O, Wedel of 
Washington, D.C., telling churchwomen 
that most of them are only playing at 
being churchwomen: we all know that 
and we all say it; and the women know 
it, too. What is far more important is 
that a United Church minister in Toron- 
to, James Finlay of Carlton St. United 
Church, who symbolized God’s concern 
for all men by flying the flags of many 
nations, including Russia, at his church 
bazaar, should tell a protesting European 
emigré organization that they couldn’t 
impose their hatreds on the church. It 
is one thing to understand their hatred; 
it is an altogether different thing to allow 
them to compel the church to reflect or 
endorse it. 

But Mr. Finlay’s refusal to be intimi- 
dated by these people has another im- 
portance, for the church has a duty to 
Canada also, that the standards of a 
humane society be maintained and that 
Europeans should not be allowed to poi- 
son Canada’s life with their ancient 
hatreds. There is a deeply sinister im- 
port in the fact that these emigrés in- 
formed the police that among the flags 
displayed in this particular church was 
a Russian one. Fleeing from the police 
state in Europe, they wish to create it in 
Canada, in reverse. 

The church is always most real and 
most important when her faithfulness 
hurts even our justified prejudices. 


Choice of Co-Existence 
Or Co-Extinction Pointed 


In a BBC television broadcast, G. K. 
A. Bell, who will soon retire as Bishop 
of Chichester, appealed for the removal 
of the screens that divide the West from 
Communist countries. 

The bishop, who spoke from a new 
church in the Sussex town of Crawley, 
England, made a parable of a screen 
erected to divide the church from an ad- 
jacent hall where he had recently chaired 
a public meeting called by trade unionists 
and the churches to discuss the H-bomb. 
He said that many screens divided man- 
kind in industrial and international life. 

“On the international level,” the 
bishop said, “there is a big screen be- 
tween the Western and the Communist 
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powers. We in the West should show 
much more courage and imagination.” 


“T hope that this year our Western 
statesmen will say to the Communists: 
We admire the genius which produced 
the sputniks—though we don’t like the 
way you treat your satellite states. Let’s 
pull down the screen of hatred and sus- 
picion that divides us. With stocks of 
hydrogen bombs and atom bombs piling 
up in nonstop competition on both sides, 
we are all walking on a razor’s edge. 
Sooner or later we have got to live to- 
gether, if we are to survive. It is either 
co-existence or co-extinction. We must 
tackle our various disarmament and po- 
litical problems now, one by one. 

“If necessary let us call in an umpire, 
independent of both blocs, to preside over 
our talks, and keep us at it till we do 
agree—in the name of justice, peace and 
the good of the human race.” (E.P.S., 
Geneva) 


Three N.C. Cities Cited 
For Integration Progress 


HicH Pornt, N.C. (RNs) — Three 
North Carolina cities—Charlotte, Win- 
ston-Salem and Greensboro—were cited 
for their progress in school integration 
by the North Carolina Council of 
Churches. 

Commendation of the communities was 


contained in a report of the Committee 
on Race Relations adopted at a meeting 
of the council here. 

Action of the three cities “symbolizes 
the acceptance of the Supreme Court de- 
cision in 1954 as the supreme law of the 
land, and it recognizes the obligation of 
the public schools to keep faith with that 
law,” the report said. 

It added that the example of the three 
cities “has done much to redeem North 
Carolina’s good name as a progressive 
state.” 

“Despite much political oratory en- 
joining ‘massive resistance’ (to integra- 
tion), we believe that a new Southern 
social order is burgeoning and that a new 
emancipation for both races is in the 
making,” the report said. 

Also praised was the city of Durham, 
N.C., for its establishment of a bi-racial 
committee on human relations to deal 
with integration problems that may arise 
from the admission of Negro students to 
the Southern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary at Wake Forest. 

Praise also was given the council’s 
Department of Church Women for or- 
ganizing some interracial groups which, 
said the report, “are faithfully sowing 
the seeds of Christian fellowship.” 


Hodding Carter Tells About 
Race Relations Gains in South 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—A South- 
ern editor told the annual Churchmen’s 
Washington Seminar here that more 
progress is being made on the personal 
level in race relations in the South than 
is being made by force of federal laws 
and court orders. 

Hodding Carter, editor of the Green- 
ville, Miss., Delta Democrat-Times, ac- 
knowledged that the South needed “‘prod- 
ding”—particularly to its conscience—to 
keep moving forward in racial justice. 
But he warned that a true solution to 
differences can come only as the cultural 
and economic gap between the white and 
Negro races is narrowed. 

The Pulitzer Prize-winning editor ad- 
dressed a public meeting of the seminar 
which was co-sponsored by the Commis- 
sion on Community Life of the National 
Capital Council of Churches. 


From 36 States 


More than 300 Protestant ministers, 
laymen and laywomen from 36 states 
attended the three-day seminar and heard 
public officials discuss problems con- 
fronting the nation. Subjects ranged from 
agricultural prices to international law 
for control of the use of outer space. 

Mr. Carter told the churchmen that 
the Negro has made “‘astonishing gains,” 
in the last quarter century in securing 
his full legal rights of citizenship. He 
said that the Supreme Court decision 


outlawing school segregation was the 
only one that could be made “in keeping 
with the Christian principles and demo- 
cratic ethics of America.” But he added 
that it cannot achieve the practical goal 
of full integration until ‘“‘vast cultural 
differences have been bridged.” 

The South urgently needs more indus- 
tries to raise its standard of living and 
to give employment to Negroes and 
whites who are being displaced from its 
agricultural economy, he said. 


Responsibility Too 

Mr. Carter urged Negro leaders to be 
“less concerned with legal rights and 
more concerned with inculcating an un- 
derstanding of the responsibilities such 
rights entail when they are won.” 


He predicted that the race problem 
may soon be as severe in Northern cities 
as it is in the South because of the emi- 
gration to industrial centers of Negro 
workers of low education and poverty- 
stricken cultural background. He said 
that the North may have as difficult a 
problem of absorbing the “new Negro” 
into its culture as has the South. 

Mr. Carter called on American churches 
to play a full role in the important moral 
and social problems raised by emergence 
of Negro citizens invested with political 
power and a rising economic and social 
status. 
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EDITORIAL 


Controversial Religion 














Some of the responses to our February 
10 report and editorial on a flagrant vio- 
lation or infringement of religious free- 
dom in Virginia have been interesting 
and revealing. 

Confining this to the response of some 
of the lawmakers, let us look at two who 
wrote us promptly, stressing their Pres 
byterian affiliation. 

One said, “As a lifelong member of 
the Presbyterian Church, I think you had 
better stop being so controversial. 1 do 
not allow your publication in my home.” 

But, let us not overlook the point. 
What about the shameful transgression 
of the legislators which we reported? 
Should this be covered up? Shall we 
tell ourselves that this did not happen, 
that such things are not going on? 

What does it mean to be controversial ? 
Is it telling the truth? Is it exposing 
evil-doing? Is it challenging those who 
hold power when they trample individual 
rights? If so, then we want to be con- 
troversial, and we do not understand how 
a lawmaker, sworn to uphold constitu- 
tional guarantees, can possibly be indif- 
ferent to such evils as we reported. 

The other wrote, ‘Sorry you have in- 
jected yourselves into a ‘pure and simple’ 
issue of a social political nature. I sug- 
gest you pay more attention to religious 
matters.” 

This pathetic plea is not unusual. It 
is as old as the Old Testament prophets 
who were told to let such things alone. 
It is as new as today, when people are 
expected to “play church” and leave real- 
ity alone. It is as dangerous as the Hit- 
ler-dominated era when churches were 
told to keep quiet, or the Orthodox 
Church of Russia where it dare not 
speak or point a finger. (Shall the church 
in America take its pattern from the 
church in Russia?) 

That, it seems to us, is the alternative. 

We have never accepted it. We do not 
accept it now. 
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| Read it Somewhere 


British emigration totaled 220,000 last 
year. Canada got most of these, increas- 
ing its total from Britain from 41,000 
in 1956 to 110,000 in 1957. It is esti- 
mated that, at the present rate, it would 
take the ten million who say they want 
to leave Britain 45 years to go. Only one 
in ten goes to such non-Commonwealth 
countries as the U. S. Replacing the 220,- 
000 who went into the United Kingdom 
last year were approximately 165,000 
from British colonies such as the West 
Indies. 

-_ 


Ellis Island, long the gathering place 
of American immigrants, is being put up 
for sale. The worth of its 23 acres and 
35 buildings—plus a 50-year-old ferry- 
boat—is estimated at $6,000,000, though 
bids are being solicited. Efforts were 
made to turn it into a national shrine 
but sellers in the General Service Ad- 
ministration say it can be adapted for use 
as an oil storage depot or an import- 
export processing station. Immigration 
work previously done on the island is 
now cared for abroad. In recent years 
the island has been used only for deten- 
tion of those whose record or qualifica- 
tions for entry into the country were 
under question, 

* * * 


Estimates are that 65,000 migrants are 
caught in desperate circumstances as a 
result of the repeated freezes in Florida. 
Volunteer workers among migrants last 
year numbered 6,658, New Jersey is tak- 
ing legal steps to protect migrant workers 
from exploitation. In Mississippi, it is 
estimated that 50,000 agricultural work- 
ers are receiving food from government 
surplus supplies. In Missouri, ‘bread 
lines and soup kitchens tell of stricken 
areas, and in other areas the cotton crop 
failure has produced the worst season in 


years.” 


Holy Water? 


A Roman Catholic newspaper recently 
carried a reply in its question and answer 
column which was judiciously abbrevi- 
ated. The question: ‘Is there any place 
in Scripture where we find the use of 
holy water?” 

The answer as given: “Yes. Scripture 
teaches that already in ancient times 
God not only permitted, but commanded, 
the use of holy water; ‘the priest shall 
take holy water in an earthen vessel, and 
of the dust of the floor of the tabernacle 
the priest shall take, and put it into the 
water.’ ” 

This goes to show what can be done 
when a quotation is taken out of context 
because the whole very dubious perform- 
ance has to do with a primitive, revolting 
test of virginity, as given in Numbers 
5:16-28 (though this reference was not 
given). Even holy water would seem to 
deserve a more honorable authentication. 


They Said Something! 
PAUL C. EMPIE, Executive Director of and 
to the National Lutheran Council 

It is difficult to deny that a major hin- 
drance to the church’s effective witness 
to the gospel is her visible disunity 
paraded before the world in almost spec- 
tacular fashion. 

A church must make every effort to 
arrive at agreement with other Christian 
groups as to the essential truths regard- 
ing the Word and sacraments. But it 
must manifest at every possible place 
the degree of unity which does exist. 

Granted that it is damaging to Chris- 
tian integrity to extend the hand of fel- 
lowship where such an act comprémises 
one’s witness of truth, it also distorts 
public understanding and appreciation of 
the church to deny the hand of fellowship 
where its extention would not compromise 
such a witness. 

It is at this point that many churches 
have been apt to drag their feet. 

The result has been to emphasize be- 
fore the world the things which separate 
Christians while virtually concealing 
from it wide areas of agreement in which 
Christians do actually possess a high 
degree of unity. 


JOSEPH MORROW, Personnel Director of 
Pitney-Bowes Co. 

Referring to the fears of management 
as to “discontent or open trouble” if 
Negroes are hired he said: 

“T know of no company with an inte- 
gration program which hasn’t made the 
transition successfully.” 


ANGLICAN ARCHBISHOP JOOST de 
BLANK, Capetown, South Africa 

I pledge myself, if legal barriers to 
having non-whites in our schools are re- 
pealed, to use my influence to find a 
modus vivendi by which all races can 
come together in our schools and other 
cultural institutions. 

In the rest of the civilized world, 
people are brought together by a com- 
munity of interests. If their interests and 
standards are not the same, they do not 
meet. To suppose, however, that this 
community of interest is limited to people 
of one color is wrong. The educated 
European could not be expected to enjoy 
himself more in the company of uned- 
ucated Europeans than he would in the 
company of educated colored people, 
Africans or Indians. 


Dean FRANCIS SAYRE, Jr., Washington 
Cathedral 

Our American servicemen overseas can 
be an important factor in winning friends 
for their nation. They are the most won- 
derful ambassadors we have, educated, 
intelligent and friendly. The Russians 
can’t touch us there, and he who wins 
the war for men’s minds, consciences and 
affections wins all. 
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GROPE DYNAMICS 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“When you meet together, each con- 
tributes something. . . . Good; but let 
everything be for edification.” —I Corin- 
thians 14:26, Moffatt. 


OMETIMES Prof. Niebuhr is right. 

Sometimes a group will be meaner, 
stupider and more immoral than any of 
the individuals who belong to it. On the 
other hand, sometimes not only will a 
group be wiser than its members, but as 
the group talks things over, a wisdom 
will actually grow in and through it. 
The final wisdom of the group—it may 
be after one meeting, it may be after a 
year or two—will be something more 
than the mere sum of its member’s indi- 
vidual wisdoms, it will not only be more, 
but deeper and better. 

How does this work? Why does it 
work sometimes and not other times? 
Why is it that in the same group, say a 
Sunday school class, or a faculty or a 
committee or a board of aldermen or a 
grand jury, why is it that at some meet- 
ings this near-miracle of group thinking 
takes place, while at other times the meet- 
ing around the long table becomes no 
better than an oblong blur? What, in 
short, makes a group tick, when it does 
tick ? 

The answer to this is in one of those 
little-known sciences, little-known to 
most laymen anyhow, that flourish in the 
wide spaces along the borders of psy- 
chology and sociology. It is known as 
Group Dynamics. 


HE PRESENT WRITER is no au- 

thority on the subject. About all he 
has ever heard about it is from a col- 
league, Dr. Harry Goodykoontz, and a 
little book—-well, a Little book, because 
it was written by our own Sara Little 
of A.T.S., called Learning Together in 
the Christian Fellowship (John Knox 
Press, 1956). But while the name is 
fairly new, the thing itself is not new. 
The writer has seen it work, many a 
time, and so has the reader. 


But it suddenly occurred to us, at 
Oberlin of all places, that there’s a good 
name for what goes in a group that 
doesn’t tick: Grope Dynamics. Group 
Dynamics is a good thing; Grope Dy- 
namics can be an expensive waste of 
time. Let us see why this is. Let us, 
unlike Moses, approach a group that is 
beating about the bush, and see why the 
bush does not burn. , 

From Miss Little’s valuable book, in- 
deed invaluable for anybody who wants 
to get anywhere with study groups in 
the church especially, we can extract six 
characteristics of group dynamics. (For 
the phrasing we beg the lady’s pardon; 
she writes in a more dignified style.) 
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In every case, take the precise opposite, 
and you have Grope Dynamics. 

1. In Group Dynamics, the group does 
something [constructively] to the indi- 
vidual. In Grope Dynamics, every indi- 
vidual hopes to do something to, or with, 
the group. Or else, everybody in the group 
awaits the Word from some local pope 
who happens to be a member of the 
group. If two popes are present, there 
may be some lively fighting on the bridge 
at Avignon, but aside from the dust 
raised by the scuffle, nothing else of 
value arises from the encounter. 

2. In Group Dynamics, there is an at- 
mosphere of acceptance. That is, each 
individual feels himself welcomed in the 
group—not as a curiosity from outer 
space, not (for instance) as professional 
wrestler might be welcomed at the Ladies’ 
Garden Club, or vice versa; but wel- 
comed as one who can make a contribu- 
tion, who is needed by everybody else. 
In Grope Dynamics, on the contrary, 
there is an atmosphere of non-acceptance, 
everyone is on the defensive against all 
the rest, everyone has made up his mind, 
everyone has his own pet theory to stake 
out. 

3. In Group Dynamics, each member 
of the group is really trying to see 
through the others’ eyes. John Powell 
(quoted by Miss Little) tells the amazing 
story of a Colonel, who after many ses- 
sions of a group, said: “I still don’t 
agree with you, but I no longer care 
just about beating your argument. You 
see something I don’t, and I want to 
understand it.” (Those who have had 
some experience of Colonels will admit 
that Group Dynamics indeed does some- 
thing to a person exposed to it.) But 
Grope Dynamics has another approach. 
Each member wants all the others to see 
through his eyes.” “My glasses” (he says 
in effect) “fit me perfectly. By their aid 
I see much that was once hidden from 
me. I have therefore brought along a 
dozen pairs made to my own prescrip- 
tion. I will pass these around and all 
you need to do is to wear them as you 
see me doing, and then we shall all be 
seeing Eye to Eye.” Unfortunately, My 
experience, My creed, My favorite au- 
thor, what My Grandpa always said— 


these glasses do not always fit everyone’s 
eyes. 


4. In Group Dynamics, everybody has 
something to contribute. He knows some- 
thing about the subject to be discussed, 
even if only a small part of it. He has 
a genuine interest in the subject and 
wants to know more. In Grope Dynamics 
there is a pooling of ignorance. There 
has been no preparation, no previous 
study. Many of those present have no 
real interest and no wish to know any 
more than they do now. 

5. In Group Dynamics, there is the 
language of words, of course, for by 
definition the group is one that carries 
on a discussion. But there is also what 
Reuel Howe, one of the first to make this 
sort of thing clear, calls “the language 
of relationship,” what might be called 
the overtones of what is actually said. 
As he put it (quoted by S. Little, p. 22), 
“the spirit of the relationship determines 
the nature of the communications.” We 
all can “take” rebuke, or new ideas and 
suggestions, better from some people than 
from others, better in some situations 
than in others. In Group Dynamics the 
“language of relationship” is one that 
makes communication natural and wel- 
come. In Grope Dynamics the language 
of relationship is tense, hostile or sus- 
picious; with the inevitable results. 

6. And this leads to the most impor- 
tant point of all: the presence of the Holy 
Spirit, and therefore of real Christian 
fellowship, is the most decisive factor, 
and the indispensable factor for Group 
Dynamics in a Christian setting. The 
group “gets somewhere” in its thinking 
because they have each and all been re- 
lated first of all to the Spirit of Truth, 
the Spirit of Christ. In Grope Dynamics 
there is no unifying Spirit. Each person 
arrives in his own “cloud of unknowing” 
and leaves as he came, only perhaps even 
more confused. In Group Dynamics, in 
short, there is a true fellowship in the 
Spirit, whereas in Grope Dynamics there 
is only good-fellowship at best. And this 
may well be the root of all the other 
differences between a group that brings 
more to each participant than he brought, 
and a group that takes away from many 
participants even the fragments which 
they had. 
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Benefits Sought for 
Retired Ministers 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNsS)—A bill to 
provide that a retired minister need not 
count the rental value of his parsonage 
as income when determining the amount 
of his earnings was introduced in Con- 
gress by Rep. Robert P. Griffin (R.- 
Mich.). 

Mr. Griffin said the bill is designed to 
remedy a situation which has arisen as 
a result of an amendment to the Social 
Security Act adopted by Congress in 
1957. He said the amendment threatens 
benefits for clergymen who continue to 
receive pursonages rent-free after their 
retirement. 

Sponsored by Sen. Robert S, Kerr 
(D.-Okla.), the amendment permits min- 
isters to count the rental value of a 
parsonage as “earned income” for Social 
Security purposes, even though it is tax 
free. It was designed to aid ministers 
in small rural parishes whose potential 
Social Security benefits would be re- 
duced because their cash income is less 
than $4,200 a year. 

However, Social Security officials took 
the position that if the rental value of a 
parsonage could be counted in determin- 
ing a minister’s earnings on which his 


Social Security benefits are computed, it 
must also be counted after his retirement 
as part of his ‘outside earnings.” If 
such earnings exceed $85 a month, a por- 
tion of Social Security benefits is lost. 
Thus, Congressman Griffin said, retired 
ministers still being furnished a parson- 
age Or living quarters by the church or 
denomination they served are severely 
restricted as to the amount of cash in- 
come they can receive by supplying pul- 
pits or doing other part-time work. 

Mr. Griffin’s bill, H.R. 10009, has 
been referred to the House Ways and 
Means Committee for study. 


Poling Works Against 
Union of Churches 


ToLepo, O. (RNS)—Daniel A. Poling, 
president of the World’s Christian En- 
deavor Union, encouraged Congregation- 
alists “who cannot and will not submit 
to dictated unity to continue in the spirit 
of the Pilgrims who came to American 
shores in an effort to maintain their 
religious convictions.” 

He spoke before 150 persons attend- 
ing a “council of concern” here spon- 
sored by the Ohio Committee for the 
Continuation of Congregational Church- 
es. The committee is composed of op- 
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ponents to the merger of the General 
Council of the Congregational Christian 
Churches with the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church. 

Now that the merger is an accom- 
plished fact with the formation of the 
United Church of Christ last June, the 
Ohio committee is organizing individual 
Congregational churches who do not wish 
to be affiliated with the new denomina- 
tion. 

Representatives of 342 Congregational 
churches in Ohio were invited by the 
committee to attend the meeting. But a 
spokesman for the Congregational Gen- 
eral Council in New York said only 14 
churches sent representatives and those 
from five of the churches were present 
to eppose the committee’s action. The 
spokesman added that not more than 15 
churches in Ohio have declared any op- 
position to the merger. 

The conference adopted, 68 to 2, a 
constitution for an Ohio Congregational 
Christian Council. Edward M. Arnos 
was elected moderator and Henry Mid- 
dleton, assistant moderator. 

Dr. Poling is editor of Christian Her- 
ald and former minister of Baptist Tem- 
ple, Philadelphia, Pa. 


“Sins Against Citizenship” 
Outlined by Archbishop 


Boston (RNS) — Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Richard J. Cushing of Boston 
listed 10 “sins against citizenship” in 
his weekly “news notes” written for The 
Pilot, archdiocesan weekly, 

He said they are: 

1. Indifference. “I’m not interested in 
politics.” 

2. Laziness. “I’m too busy.” 

3. Cowardice. “I don’t want my char- 
acter assailed.” 

4. Greed. “I’m doing OK as things 
are.” 

5. Prejudice. “I'll vote for him be- 
cause he’s one of our kind.” 

6. False Pride. “I’m not going to get 
mixed up in dirty politics.” 

7. Cynicism, “My ONE vote won't 
make any difference.” 

8. Hapless. “Pressure groups run the 
show.” 

9. Ineligible. “I didn’t register.” 

10. Why Bother? “Politicians are all 
alike.” 

= 


TO KEEP religion out of public life is 
to shut it up in a stuffy back room 
with the aspidistras and the antimacas- 
sars when the streets are full of life and 
youth.—CHRISTOPHER DAWSON. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

F. Clyde Pratt, from Charlotte, N. C., 
to 20 Smith Ave., Garden City, Savannah, 
Ga. 

James M. Blanton, from Caruthersville, 
Mo., to 12 Heather Lane, Columbia, Mo., 
where he will organize a new church. 

Charles S. Ramsay, from Memphis, 
Tenn., to Arlington, Tenn. 

John C. Wingard, Handsboro, Miss., will 
become pastor of the Union church, Mem- 
phis, Tenn., March 1. 

W. E. Pierce, from Somerset, Ky., to 
900 Ninth St., Marlinton, W. Va. 

Walser Penland, from Burnsville, N. C., 
to Rt. 3, Bakerville, N. C. 

Stuart McC. Rohre, from El Paso, Texas, 
to 336 Corona Ave., San Antonio 9, Texas. 
He is a retired army chaplain. 

Lyndon L. McCutchen, from 
Texas, to Fairfield, Texas. 

Albert S. Potts’ new address is 2403 
Goldsmith Road, Houston 25, Texas. 

Robert A. Larson from Springfield, Ky., 
to 3958 Greenleaf Ave., Knoxville 19, 
Tenn. 

J. Edward Craig, Effiingham, S. C., is 
to become pastor of the Paw Creek church, 
Charlotte, N. C., Mar. 1. 


Presbyterian, U.P.—USA 

Arthur M,. Stevenson, Oak Park, IIL, 
will join the Board of National Missions 
staff as assistant secretary of City and 
Industrial Work. 

William J. Kitto, formerly of Altoona, 
Pa., has been installed as pastor of the 
Masontown, Pa., church. 

Ray W. Teeuwissen, reported here Jan. 








Silsbee, 


6 as leaving Geneva to take new work 
for the Board of Foreign Missions, will 
become field representative in Cameroun 
and Spanish Guinea (Africa) in the sum- 
mer of 1959, following a furlough in this 
country beginning next July. 

Ralph R. Sundquist, Jr., formerly of 
Franklinville, N. Y., is now assistant 
secretary, Dept. of Youth Curriculum for 
the Presbyterian, USA, Board of Christian 
Education, Philadelphia. 

Arthur A. Wahmann, formerly of Pater- 
son, N. J., has become director of the 
Dept. of Church School Curriculum Pro- 
motion for the Presbyterian, USA, Board 
of Christian Education, Philadelphia. 


DEATHS 

Paul S. McChesney, 76, retired, died 
Feb. 10 at his home in Roebuck, S. C. 
His entire ministry was in South Carolina, 
his longest pastorate (18 years) in Wood- 
ruff. 
CITATION 

Price H. Gwynn, Jr., dean of Flora Mac 
donald College (N. C.), was honored at 
the recent annual meeting of the North 
Carolina Council of Churches for “dis- 
tinguished service through the years in 
the cause of ecumenical Christianity.” Dr. 
Gwynn helped to organize the Council and 
for many years was chairman of the 
week-day education program. He is now 
on the Commission on Christian Educa- 
tion and chairman of the committee on 
leadership education. 
FAR EAST 

John Wick Bowman, on sabbatic leave 
from the faculty of San Francisco Theo- 
logical Seminary, and Mrs. Bowman, are 
at the International Christian University 
in Tokyo, where Dr. Bowman is teaching. 
Later they go to Silliman University and 
Union Seminary in the Philippines, re- 
turning to San Anselmo, Calif., next Sep- 


IRISH MODERATOR 

William McAdam, of the First church, 
Newry, County Down, has been named 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland. At his 
installation in June he will succeed R, J, 
Wilson of Belfast. 


DEGREE 

Richard E. Coulter, Woodlawn church, 
Hopewell, Va., received a Ph.D. degree 
at the mid-winter convocation at Burton 
College in Colorado. His thesis: “Me. 
dieval Philosophy and its Influence on the 
Protestant Reformation.” 


DCEs 

Allena Doggett, Director of Christian 
Education in St. Luke’s church, Houston, 
Texas, became Mrs. John Clifton Dyes, 
5103 Belmont #3, Houston 5, Texas, Dec, 
28. She is continuing her work at St. 
Luke’s. 

BIBLE SOCIETY 

Gilbert Darlington, treasurer 
American Bible Society since 1920, is 
retiring. He will continue as an invest- 
ment officer. 

YALE CHAPLAIN 

Sidney Lovett, chaplain at Yale Uni- 
versity since 1932, will retire on June 30, 
PROTESTANT COUNCIL, N. Y. 

Jesse M. Bader, general secretary of 
the World Convention of Churches of 
Christ (Disciples), and Mrs. Van Sant- 
voord Merle-Smith, both of New York, 
received the Distinguished Service Award 
of the Protestant Council of New York 
for their “outstanding contributions to 
the council, their denominations and the 
local church and. to the ecumenical move- 
ment beyond New York City.” 
CHAPLAINS 

Warren L. Moody, Jr., 2nd Army Sup- 
port Element, Fort Holabird, Md. 

W. T. Taylor, Ft. Story, Va. 


of the 





m wh = 





tember. 


THE ASSEMBLY’S CHALLENGE 


GO UNMET? 


Asked by the General Assembly for World Missions for 1958 . . 
Allocations accepted by Synods and Presbyteries (approximate) . 


Balance not underwritten ... 


YOUR SACRIFICIAL GIFTS 


during 


The Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for World Missions 


are urgently needed to make up this balance and provide for— 


. Sending 50 new missionaries. 
. Making a modest increase in missionaries’ salaries. 
. Strengthening the support of the work on the field. 
. Expanding our ministry to human need and suffering. 


Board of World Missions 


Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
Box 330, Nashville, Tennessee 


$4,530,000 
3,805,000 


725,000 
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The Church Confronts Society 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for March 9, 1958 
Matthew 5:13-16; | Thessalonians 5:4-8; James 2:14-17 


Christians live in a world, many of 
whose standards are not yet fully Chris- 
tian, a world in which there is much 
sorrow as well as much sin. In such a 
world what is their responsibility to 
society ? 


|. According to Jesus 

Jesus said to his disciples, “You are 
the salt of the earth. . . . You are the 
light of the world.” You—not the poli- 
tical and economic and religious leaders 
of the nation, but you—fathers and 
mothers, men and women in every walk 
of life, prominent personages and obscure 
and humble folk who have found your 
way into the Kingdom of God—vyouw are 
the salt of the earth, YOU are the light 
of the world. 

“You are the salt of the earth... . 
You are the light of the world.” Jesus 
did not say that they ought to be, or that 
they will be in some later age or in some 
future life, but that they are now, when 
so many problems perplex and when so 
many dangers threaten. Some people say 
that Jesus was interested only in indi- 
vidual souls, that he had no concern, 
and therefore that his church has no 
direct responsibility for the social order. 
This opinion does not square with Jesus’ 
words here or elsewhere. Jesus was con- 
cerned primarily with the individual, as 
we must also be, but he also taught that 
changed individuals must set out to 
change the earth and the world. 

He was speaking to a little group of 
men in an obscure corner of the Roman 
Empire. To speak of this insignificant 
company as the salt of the earth, as the 
light of the world, would have been laugh- 
able if anyone else had said it. “But in 
that little company he saw the womb 
of the future... .” 

He spoke not to these twelve men alone. 
He spoke to his own through all genera- 
tions. The words are in our ears. They 
speak to our hearts and consciences. If 
we believe in him they belong to us. If 
we love him they are true of us. “You 
are the salt of the earth; you are the 
light of the world!” 


The Salt of the Earth 

Salt has two functions—to season and 
to preserve. Its first function is to sea- 
son. Salt gives food taste and saves it 
from being flat and insipid. As a child 
once explained, “‘Salt is what makes food 
taste bad when vou don’t put it in.” The 
functicn of the Christian as citizen is 
to season life so that men everywhere 
will find it purer, lovelier, more enjoy- 
able, cleaner for the saving salt of their 
character. The Christian virtues make 
life worth living. 
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As followers of Christ it is our duty 
to make life wholesome and zestful, not 
only for our children, but also for chil- 
dren in the slums; not only for white 
children but also for Negro children; not 
only for American children, but also for 
children across the sea. “You are the 
salt of the earth,” Jesus said. 

Salt not only seasons, it also preserves. 
It destroys germs and prevents decay, a 
function more in evidence in Jesus’ day, 
when there was no artificial ice and no 
electric refrigeration, than it is in our 
own. 

Agents of decay are working today to 
destroy the character of individuals; to 
undermine the foundation of our family 
life, our economic life, our political life, 
and to spoil international understanding. 
Unless checked they will bring civiliza- 
tion once more to the verge of collapse. 
Christians and the Christian virtues alone 
can preserve society from decay. Political 
and economic remedies are important, but 
they are not enough. Germs which de- 
stroy the health of humanity must be 
destroyed; society must be made whole- 
some and healthy for all. 

But there is danger that the salt will 
lose its savor. Chemically this is not pos- 
sible, but practically it often happened 
in Palestine that the salt was mixed with 
dirt and became therefore quite worth- 
less. Just so some Christians do not 
affect their environment, but are affected 
rather by their environment; they do not 
transform the world but are conformed 
rather to the world. Salt that has become 
corrupt was good neither for the land nor 
for the dunghill; it could neither fertilize 
nor purify; and as a troublesome, harm- 
ful thing it would be cast into the road- 
way where it could not do much harm, 


* there to be trodden under foot of men. 


This was the doom which Jesus 
warned would befall his followers who 
failed to fulfill their function in the 
world. It has happened over and over 
again as Jesus predicted. Many in our 
own day have turned against the church, 
not because it was salt, but because in 
their estimation it had become a nar- 
cotic; not because it destroyed the agents 
of decay, but because it taught men to 
accept injustice in the world and to live 
in hope only of the world to come—‘‘pie 
in the sky bye and bye.” For some, we 
are forced to admit, religion has become 
an opiate; but those who follow Christ’s 
way of life are the salt of the earth. 


The Light of the World 
The world, Jesus intimates, apart from 


God, is enveloped in darkness. We did 
not recognize it so clearly a generation 


ago, when men were obsessed with the 
idea of inevitable progress through scien- 
tific discovery and man’s inherent good- 
ness, but we recognize it now, when two 
world wars have revealed the evil that 
lurks in the hearts of mankind and when 
a few hydrogen bombs can reduce our 
civilization to a wasteland. 

What a lamp is to a home, to the one- 
roomed cottage of the oriental peasant, 
that the Christian must be to the world. 
He, and he alone, has that truth about 
God and man which can dispel the dark- 
ness of the world’s ignorance and sin 
and can lighten the way that leads to 
peace and security for all mankind. 

“A city set on a hill cannot be hid, nor 
do men light a lamp and put it under a 
bushel.” So the Christian’s life cannot 
be concealed, whether he fails or whether 
he succeeds, whether he be little or 
whether he be great. As Dr. Merrill re- 
minds us: 

“Christianity has spread through the 
shining lights, Brooks, Drummond, Moody, 
Wesley, Luther, Wycliffe, St. Francis and 
a host of others, who shine like great 
beacons that cannot be hid. But it has 
spread at least as much, and probably far 
more, through the simple candlelight in 
innumerable homes. Not every Christian 
can build a city on a hill but every Chris- 
tian can light a candle, that in his corner 
of the earth, at least, the darkness shall 
not fall.” 

Elton Trueblood puts it thus, “Chris- 
tianity lives or dies not by what goes on 
in the churches, but by what goes on 
outside of them.” We reveal God most 
clearly in the world, we spread the light 
most effectively, we fulfill our responsi- 
bility as Christian citizens most ade- 
quately when we live lives that reflect the 
spirit of Christ and that lead men to 
glorify the God and Father of us all. 


ll. According to Paul 

According to the Bible Christ comes 
in different ways. He comes, as many 
passages indicate, in the great crisis of 
history, in judgment, it may be, or in 
mercy. He comes for believers in death 
(Jn. 14:1-3). He comes finally, the 
Bible teaches, to usher in the Day of 
the Lord, when “the kingdom of the 
world” becomes “the kingdom of our 
Lord” (Rev. 11:15). It is this final 
coming, what we commonly call Christ’s 
“Second Coming,” that Paul has been 
speaking of in his second letter to the 
Thessalonians. In 5:1-2 he makes it 
clear that Christians should waste no 
time attempting to determine the exact 
time or even the general period when this 
will be, for that is something which no 
one will ever know. But there is no rea- 
son for Christians to be unprepared for 
Christ's return, whether for him it be 
at the end of the world or in death. As 
Paul writes. “You are not in darkness, 
brethren, for that dav to surprise you 
like a thief.’’ In other words, Christians 
know the final judgment is coming, and 
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therefore are to be ready at all times. 
“You are all sons of light and sons of 
the day,” Paul continues. 

These are suggestive figures of speech. 
“The Christian life is in the sunshine of 
God, and basks in its warmth, and labors 
in its light. The brightness of an ample 
knowledge, the far distances of a large 
and open vision, the possibilities of 
noble and satisfying activity” are among 
its characteristics. 

“Nothing servile, nothing doublefaced, 
nothing that flies to cover, can ever truly 
be ‘of the day.’ The uncertainties, the 
terrors, the hypocrisies of night—these 
are past with the darkness, and in their 
place have come the convictions, the peace, 
the sincerity, which are the accompani- 
ments of light.” (The Speaker’s Bible) 

But not everyone lives up to the Chris- 
tian ideal. So Paul exhorts believers in 
Christ to awake to their responsibility. 
“Let us not sleep, as others do,” he 
writes, “but let us keep awake and be 
sober.” To sleep in this connection means 
to live unconscious of God’s presence. 
To keep awake means to be alert to God’s 
demand on our lives. To be sober is to 
keep free from any influence, including 
alcoholic drink, that dulls our conscience, 
destroys our spiritual sensitivity, or re- 
laxes our moral or physical controls. 

It is not enough however for the Chris- 
tian to be sober and alert; he must also 
be armed, so that he can resist the temp- 
tations that constantly assail him. Paul 
uses the figure of a Roman soldier, armed 
with breastplate and helmet. The Chris- 
tian needs armor of another sort. “Put 
on the breastplate of faith and love,” 
savs Paul, “and for a helmet the hope 
of salvation.” Faith, hope, and love— 
these are the fundamental Christian vir- 
tues, and his most effective weapons. 
“If we keep our faith in Jesus Christ,” 
writes James Denny in The Expositors’ 
Bible, “if we love one another, if our 
hearts are set with confident hope on that 
salvation which is to be brought to us at 
Christ’s appearing we need fear no evil; 
no foe can teuch our lives.” 

Faith, hope and love are also the 
weapons by which we mav hope to win 
the world. As Mrs. Frederick Wood has 
written in her Living Above the Average: 

“The world is mystified by our dogmas, 
but it can understand devotion. Love in 
action still makes its appeal. If we are 
to reach the heart of the materialistic 
world of our day, we must learn the secret 
of living the Christian life in ways that 
they can understand.” (The Speaker's 
Bible) 

We are the first generation of the 
atomic age, an age which brings to us 
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the secret of power previously undreamed 
of for both good and evil, and it is not 
yet determined to which use it shall be 
put. In such an age Paul’s words come 
to us with new force. “Let us not sleep 
as others do, but let us keep awake and 
As Edmund Burke wrote a 
century and a half ago: 


be sober.” 


“It is our business ... rather to run 
the risk of falling into faults in a course 
which leads us to act with effect and 
energy, than to loiter out our days with- 
out blame and without use. ... He tres- 
passes against his duty who sleeps upon 
his watch, as well as he who goes over to 
the enemy.” 


“For some ships, safe in port indeed, 
Rot and rust, 
Run to dust, 
All through worms i’ the wood, which 
crept, 
Gnawed our hearts while we slept.” 
—ROoBERT BROWNING 


lll. According to James 

In chapter 2, verses 14-17 we have 
James’ distinctive message and his great- 
est contribution to Christian thought. 
His concern is to prove that faith and 
works are inseparable. He never ques- 
tions that faith is the instrument of sal- 
vation, but he insists that if faith is real 
it will manifest itself in works. 

“Faith is trust and devotion and obe- 
dience and love; a ‘faith’ which is mere 
assent to a creed is not worthy the name. 
A faith which does not produce works 
cannot save, it is dead, it is barren—this 
is the truth which James seeks to estab- 


lish in this famous section of his epistle”’ 
(Erdman). 


Verse 14 states in a negative way the 
main idea of the paragraph. The KJv 
translates: “What doth it profit, my 
brethren, though a man say he hath 
faith, and have not works? Can faith 
save him?” According to this rendering, 
James seeks to teach that a man is saved 
by works, and not by faith. But Paul 
declares that we are saved by faith and 
by faith alone, altogether apart from 
works. (See Romans 3:28; 4:2; 5:1; 
Ephesians 2:8-9). The difficulty disap- 
pears however when we read James 2:14 
in the American Standard Version. “Can 
that faith save him?” The pronoun 
“that” specifies the kind of faith to which 
James here refers: namely ‘‘a mere the- 
oretical belief—belief which may exist 
without holiness of life, belief which may 
stop short at a verbal profession of or- 
thodoxy; a barren empty belief which 
fails to bring forth any fruit of goodness, 
kindness, mercv, compassion, holiness, 
love. Such a faith, says James, cannot 
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save the soul.” There is no disagree- 
ment here with Paul, for by faith 

“Paul never meant a dead, inert faith, 
but an active, moving energy; an energy 
of the intellect, the affections and the wil] 
by which the believer accepts Jesus Christ 
as he is offered in the gospel; an energy 
which transforms the life and brings every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ. In Galatians 5:6 Paul speaks of 
‘faith working through love.’ The par. 
ticiple (working) is in the middle voice 
and expresses the idea that saving faith 
possesses an inherent, self-contained force 
which propels one to a life of love—love 
to God and love to man; faith that saves 
is a living power of good in every phase 
of life, an incorporation with Christ in 
unity of life and love. Equally with James, 
Paul would say that a faith that does not 
produce works cannot save the soul” (E, 
C. Caldwell). 


James illustrates the truth he has in 
mind in verses 15-17. The illustration 
is important because it shows that the 
works to which faith gives rise include 
acts of beneficence in behalf of the needy, 
a lesson that James might have learned 
from the Master himself. The contrast 
is between saying and doing, or rather 
between saying and not doing: “If one 
of you say ... and give them not... .” 

“Throughout the epistle James draws 
a vivid contrast between profession and 
performance, talking and doing, creed and 
conduct, assertion and achievement. See 
1:26; 2:14, 15, 18. A man may claim, says 
James, to be beneficent, but unless he 
does something to help the needy, what 
does his claim amount to? It is nothing 
but an idle boast, an empty pretense in 
the sight of God and man” (Caldwell). 

So faith that does not issue in works 
is dead. Jesus teaches the same lesson 
in Matthew 5:21: “Not everyone that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven.” 

The greatest threat today to Chris- 
tianity—and the free world—is interna- 
tional Communism. Communism appeals 
to great masses of the world’s population 
because it takes seriously the world’s 
want, and offers what seems the fastest 
relief. As the Italian statesman, Cavour, 
said a full century ago: 

“To every one his work. The philoso- 
pher and the economist, in the seclusion 
of their studies, will confute the errors 
of Communism but their labors will bear 
no fruit unless men practice the great 
principle of universal benevolence, and act 
upon the heart while science acts upon 
the intellect.” 

As the church confronts society today, 
we need a faith that expresses itself in 
works on a global scale; a piety concerned 
not only with the needy brother or sister 
with whom we come in immediate con- 
tact, but with the vast multitude of the 
world’s needy; good works to which we 
set both head and heart, and which are 
directed by both statesmanship and 
religion. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
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BOOK NOTES 


THROUGH TROUBLED WATERS. By Wil- 
liam H. Armstrong. Harper & Bros., New 
York, 86 pp. $2. 

This is the poignant yet triumphant 
account of the facing of unexpected and 
sudden death of a mother and wife by 
three small children and their father. 
The poetic style of the writing makes 
this a truly moving account of faith in 
the midst of tragic death. The author’s 
personal use of the Christian affirmations 
in his struggle through the “troubled 
waters” adds immeasurably to the book’s 
helpfulness. 

The author’s sensitivity to the needs 
and feelings of his children makes this an 
especially valuable book for those who 
wish to understand better the feelings of 
children at the death of their mother. 
While each family situation is as unique 
as is each individual, the reader will find 
deep help in the way in which this shat- 
tered family rebuilt their lives. 

The parent or'teacher who reads this 
book will remember again how fragile 
and yet how strong are the love ties which 
can bind a family together. These ties 
of affection, sharing and caring, make the 
suffering more intense but they also make 
it more bearable. This is not only the 
author’s personal story; it might well 
become the story of any one of us. This 
author has found his way through 
“troubled waters” and we are in debt to 
him for his intimate sharing with us. It 
is not, however, a book which should be 
readily recommended to an unhappy fam- 
ily which has subsequently lost one of 
the parents. It would only increase their 
suffering. This book presupposes a cre- 
ative and happy Christian home and 
shows how these resources can help. 

JoHN R. THoMas. 
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COUNSELING AND THEOLOGY. By Wil- 
liam E. Hulme. Muhlenberg Press, Philadel- 
phia, 250 pp., $3.75. 

How does the minister resolve the “get- 
it-off-your-chest”’ approach of non-direc- 
tive counseling with the prophetic ‘““Thus 
saith the Lord” approach of Scripture? 
In counseling, should the minister merely 
reflect the counselee’s feelings with no 
comments of right and wrong? 

Christian theology and modern coun- 
seling find common ground in the con- 
cept of man’s freedom. Jesus’ emphasis 
upon motive rather than external obe- 
dience is echoed in depth psychology’s 
attempt to uncover repressions and search 
out the causes of behavior. The doctrine 
of the priesthood of all believers is re- 
flected in counseling’s emphasis upon the 
counselee’s need to work out his own un- 
derstandings and decisions. The pastor 
as counselor should net become a priest 
dictating God’s terms but should be a 
friend encouraging the counselee to seek 
the supreme Counselor. 
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The author is expert both in theology 
and in counseling and does justice to 
both. He avoids making theology a tool 
of the peace-of-mind cult and at times 
even tends to use the truths of the Chris- 
tian faith as a corrective to counseling 
methods. (Using the truths of counsel- 
ing to guide theological expression might 
be an interesting study.) 

The author makes his point, that Chris- 
tian theology and modern counseling 
methods are surprisingly interrelated. He 
has brought insight to a significant prob- 
lem. This book will be a lasting help 
to the pastor as he seeks to be both 
prophet and counselor to his people. 

RoBErT J. McMULLEN, Jr. 
Springfield, Va. 
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Newest of Bishop Ralph S. Cushman’s works, 
with some of his poems never published 
before. Also included are scripture, prayers, 
quotations and verse. Vest pocket size, bound 
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WANTED—NEW MISSIONARIES 


East Brazil 
Ministers 
3 Couples 


Educational 
8 Primary School Administrators e 
1 Teacher for secondary school with administrative abil- 
ity 
1 Music Major to teach piano and eventually direct music 
course at Charlotte Kemper School 


North Brazil 
Ministers 
2 Couples 
1 Pilot-Evangelist 
Educational 


5 Single Women Teachers 


West Brazil 
Ministers 
2 Couples 
Educational 
1 Couple for grammar school work 
1 Music Instructor for the Edward Lane Bible Institute 


Religious Education 
1 Worker for teaching illiterates and for religious edu- 
eation involving itineration and Sunday school 
teacher training 
Educational 
Short Term 
1 Teacher of missionaries’ children 


Congo 
Ministers 
5 Men or Couples for village work 
4 Couples for urban centers 
1 Man or Couple for theological school 


Unordained Evangelist 
Woman 


Educational 

5 Men or Couples 

2 Women Teachers 

1 Man or Couple for high school 

3 Women Teachers for domestic science school 
Medical 

1 Medical Doctor or Couple 

7 Nurses 
Industrial 

2 Men or Couples 


Short Term (Three years) 
1 Music Teacher for Central School for Missionaries’ 
Children 


Ecuador 
Minister 
1 Couple 


Educational 
1 Educational Worker or Couple, proficient in Spanish, 
with certificate to teach primary grades, experienced, 
and knowledge of arts and handicrafts. 
Medical 
1 Doctor or Couple, with special interest in Public Health 
Work 
2 Nurses 


Iraq 
Ministers 
2 Couples 


Unordained Evangelist, Student Worker 
1 Single Woman to do evangelistic work 
1 Man to work among college students in Baghdad 
Educational 
1 Couple for the Baghdad Girls’ School—the man to be 
the business manager of the school and treasurer of 
the Mission, the woman to have training in elemen- 
tary teaching, if possible. 
1 Single Woman for the Baghdad Girls’ School 
Short Term (Three years) 
Single Woman for Baghdad Girls’ School 
[ Woman, experienced administrator, for Baghdad Girls’ 
School 
Rural Work 
1 Couple to do rural work among the Yazeedis 


Japan 
Ministers 
5 Men or Couples 
1 Man or Couple for work among the Chinese 


Unordained Evangelists 
4 Evangelistic Women 
1 Evangelistic Woman for work among Chinese (with 
musical gifts) 
Educational 
1 Single Woman qualified to teach English (Kinjo Col- 
lege) 
Single Woman qualified to teach home economics 
(Kinjo College) 
Single Woman qualified to teach English and music 
(Seiwa High School) 
Single Woman Teacher (Seiwa High School) 
Couple qualified for college teaching in English (Shi- 
koku Christian College) 
Short Term (Three years) 
Single Woman qualified to teach English (Kinjo Col- 
lege and High School 
Single Man qualified to teach English (Shikoku Chris- 
tian College) 
Single Woman Teacher of missionaries’ children for 
Canadian Academy, Kobe 


Korea 
Ministers 
3 Men or Couples 


Unordained Evangelists and Student Workers 
8 Evangelistic Women 
3 Student Workers, Men (ordained or unordained) 
Edueational 
2 Professors or Couples for Taejon College (to teach 
English literature and chemistry) 
1 High School Teacher for Kwangju (man or woman) 


Short Term (Three years) 
Teacher of missionaries’ children (Taejon) 


Medical 
1 Doctor (for Leprosy Colony) 
1 Hospital Administrator for Graham Memorial T. B. 
Sanatorium 
2 Public Health Nurses (Mokpo and Kwangju) 


Short Term (Three years) 
1 Doctor, EENT specialist 


Mexico 
Ministers 
6 Couples 


Bible Teachers 
1 Teacher for Men's Bible School 


Industrial, Agricultural 
1 Agricultural-evangelistic Couple 
2 Couples or single missionaries to direct student homes 
Medical 
2 Nurses 
1 Laboratory Technologist for Ometepec 
1 Pre-medical Student to study medicine in Mexico, in 
order to qualify for medical missionary service there. 
Must have completed pre-med course in U. S. 


Portugal 


Minister 
1 Couple 


Taiwan 
Ministers 
9 Couples (3 for work among Taiwanese, 2 for work 
among Mandarin-speaking people, 2 for work among 
Tribes people) 
Unordained Evangelists and Christian Educational Workers 
4 Single Women ; 
1 Single Person or 1 Couple (for leadership training) 
1 Youth Worker 
Educational 
Short Term (Three years) 
3 Teachers for Tunghai University, preferably with Ph.D. 
(physics, biology, English, and music) ' 
1 Single Man Teacher and Religious Worker for Boys 
School in Tainan 
Business 
1 Man or Couple for business manager and treasurer 


For additional information write 


Rev. Eugene L. Daniel 
Candidate Secretary 
Board of World Missions 


P. O. Box 330 


Nashville, Tenn. 
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